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late the feeling of brotherhood and solidarity among the
craftsmen, and with no intention of creating class distinctions.
In Norwich all the members of a craft gild * having the
means ' were ordered to wear the appointed livery x. "At
this time ", says the chronicler speaking of the year 1319,
" many of the people of the trades of London were arrayed
in livery and a good time was about to begin " 2. Among
those in Chaucer's Prologue, who wended their way to
Canterbury " the holy blissful martyr for to seek ", went
" An Haberdasher, and a Carpenter,
A Webbe [Weaver], a Dyer and a Tapicer,
And they were clothed all in one livery
Of a solemn and great fraternity ".
Gradually, however, a distinction began to emerge between
those who wore the livery, and those whose poverty excluded
them from the ranks of the privileged body 3. The wealth
of the liverymen enabled them to aspire to a position of
greater prestige and dignity than had been enjoyed by the
older bodies, and they sought an improved legal status by
means of incorporation. This not only consolidated their
social position, but conferred upon them the marks of a
legal personality which could plead and be impleaded, hold
property and have a common seal. At the same time it
set the stamp of royal recognition upon their claims to
control trade and industry. Many of the London companies
first received their charters under Edward III., though the
privilege of formal and complete incorporation was deferred
to later reigns4. They availed themselves of the statute
of 1363, by which traders were restricted to a single class of
commodities 5, to obtain letters patent from the king which
confirmed their monopoly of trade. Edward III.'s favour
1  Records of Norwich, ii. 285 (1449).
2  Chronicles of Old London (ed. Riley), 253.
s The London Carpenters (1487) allowed no person of the craft to be
admitted to the clothing (livery), " but if he be worth in movable goods
or otherwise xx marc " : Marsh, Records of the Carpenters' Company, ii.
251.
4 Thus the Grocers were incorporated 1429, the Fishmongers 1433, the
Drapers 1438, the Haberdashers 1448 (Letter Book K, 225-226, 330), the
Leathersellers in 1444 (Black, Thz Leather sellers' Company, 26).
6 Infra, p. 432.